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' Characters 


Masafumi Takeuchi | Nanami Takahashi Motoharu Yano 


Yano's childhood friend. She's earnest but a bit Nanamis popular classmate. 
He's kinder and more forgetful at times. His girlfriend Nana-san died. 


modest than Yano. 


Having fallen in love with Yano, Nanami gradually begins 
to get the hang of being his girlfriend. But realizing 
that Yano still can’t forget his ex-girlfriend, she breaks 
up with him. Meanwhile, Takeuchi, who had hidden his 
feelings for Nanami, starts to make his move—even 


though he’s been Yano’s best friend until now... 
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ICANT Wehews 
BREAK IT 
DOWN 
ANY 
SMALLER 
THAN 
THIS. 


We'll just [2 

toss it f= 
\ into the f4 
\ five Like [I 


et 


this. 


| TAKE 
BACK WHAT 
| SAID TO 
YOU 
BEFORE. 


I'M NOT 
GOING 
TO SAY... 


(a) 
ayy 
qh 


ON THE 
NIGHT OF 
THE 
SUMMER 
FESTIVAL. 


on WELL 
ALWAYS BE 

FRIENDS 
NO MATTER 
WHAT” LIKE 


wT O MAKE 
SURE WE 
STAY 
FRIENDS. 


THIS REALLY 
IS LOVE 
CONFESSION 


TIME!! 


| REALLY 
LIKE YOU, 
YOU KNOW. 


eS 


HURRY UP 
ANO GET 
THE ROPE 
AROUND 

HIM. 


WH... 


WHAT?! Yj 


WHAT 


BETTER = so (NOT 


WAY IS 
THERE? 


CONFESS 


EVERYTHING i : 


WILL BE ALL 
RIGHT ONCE 


\y 


TAKAHASHI 
AND | MAKE 
uP! 
WEREN'T 
= YOU 
Be \ LISTENING 
BEFORE? 


| SAID I'LL DO 
EVERYTHING 
YOU'RE |CAN TO 
TOO MAKE SURE 
SOFT. WE STAY 


FRIENDS. 


| LOVE YOU, 
TAKE-CHAN! 


iV) 


I'LL LET YOU 
GO ONCE 
I'M DONE. 


} 
yy S 


wide, (JAN \ oe 


1 
ann 


COULD | 
TALK TO 

YOU FOR 
A SEC? 


"mM 
HELPING 
OUT IN THE 


WHAT'S 


I'LL BE RIGHT 
THERE—TELL 
HER NOT TO 
MOVE. 


IS 
TAKAHASHI 
HERE?! 


seINSTINC- 
TIVELY. 


{ 

dowt | CAN’T 
have 

the DO IT! 
gus ’M 
beta SUCH A 
the. WUSSI! £ 


He'd kick 
right through 
it without any 

qualms. 


YOU'RE 
TOO SOFT. 


| JUST HAVE 
MY OWN WAY 
OF DOING 
THINGS. 


I 


’M NO 
LONGER 
CONFIDENT 
ENOUGH 
TO MEET 
YOU 


wW 
x 
> 
Oo 
~ 


STAYING 
RIGHT 
HERE! 


| WON'T 
FORGIVE 
YOu! 


«NO 


MATTER 


GOING 
BEFORE 
YOU... 


WON'T 
MATTER. 


Fy wul'M SUP- 


POSED THAT" 
| TOTELL WHAT. 
YOu. 


“| DON’T WANT 
TO TALK TO 
“SO ANYBODY 
LEAVE ME RIGHT NOW.” 
ALONE.” 


THAT'S HER 
ANSWER, 


ISN'T IT? 


», 


DOESN" 
WANT TO 
TALK TO US, 
WHY CAN'T 
SHE SAY SO 
TO OUR 


| 


WHY CAN'T 
VE SHE 

“ REJECT US 
“HERSELF?! 


| DON’T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


yano'sis | CA 


SIDE # 
TOO. # 


\ GIRLS. 
| \BATHRO 


Vy 


YOU'RE IN 
THERE, 
AREN'T 

you? 


SJ THIS ISN'T 
<<} _LIKE YOu, 
TAKAHASHI. 


WHY ARE 
YOu 
HIDING? 


| DON’T 
KNOW 


HOW TO 
RESPOND! 


| 
DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT'S 
BEST... 


| DON’T 


WANT TO HOW NOT 
BE HURT TO CRY 
AGAIN... OF Feet 
NO MATTER HOW GUILTY... 
MUCH | THINK 
ABOUT IT, | CAN’T 
COME UP WITH 


THE ANSWER. 


ANDO 
| DON'T 
WANT TO 
HURT 
ANYONE 
EITHER. 


NOBODY 
WANTS TO 
BE HURT, 
BUT... 


«WANTS TO 
HURT YOU 
EITHER. 


«PREPARED 
FOR THAT. 


BUT IF IT 
MAKES YOU 
UNHAPPY... 


IN THAT 
CASE, YOU 
SHOULD 
KEEP 
HIDING FOR 
THE REST 
OF THE 
NIGHT, 
TAKAHASHI. 


THEY 
MIGHT BE 
THE ONES 
WHO ARE 

WRONG. 


TRUST WHAT 
YOU KNOW 
SO FAR. 


OR 
WHAT THE 

FUTURE 
wUNTILIT  HOLOS... 


HAPPENS. 


o weHOW 
~~ YOU FEEL 
~ RIGHT 
NOW. 


Sx] SIBLETO — 
‘| RETURN... 


IS THAT 
ALL YOU 
WANTED 
TO SAY TO 
ME? 


ABOUT? 


“WILL 
YOU..." 


wis I 
LOOKING 
FOR 


MOTO... 


THAT'S 
WHAT. | 


You 
SHOULD 
HURRY UP 
AND GO TO 
HIM. 


HE’LL 
START 
SULKING, 


PEOPLE 


HAVE TO 
RISE 
TO THE 
OCCASION 
AS WELL. 


| 


"WHERE 
IS YANO? 


W/ 
—— 
\ we 


mh 


WW 
‘ 


iu m= WEY 
C4 


LLL GIVE 


IT 
SERVES 
YOU 
RIGHT. 


BUT WE 
END UP 
GETTING 
HURT... 


ONLY TO.” 
CHASE 
AFTER IT 


WE DON’T 
WANT TO 
HURT 
OTHERS... 


I'M NOT 
CRYING, 


| 
THOUGHT 
YOU'D BE 
CRYING. 


YOU'VE 
ANNOYED 
ME FROM 
THE 


STIR SELF- 
uP My ISH. 
FEEL- 
INGS... 


wel STILL 
LOVE 
YOU... 


“BUT 
THAT’S IM- 
POSSIBLE, 
ISN'T IT?” 


“| CAN'T 
CHANGE 


My “VD CHANGE 

PAST. MY PAST IF 
IT WERE 

POSSIBLE.” 


SO WHAT 
WOULD 
BEA 
PRESENT... 


| THAT'S 
BETTER 
THAN 
YOUR 
PAST? 


TELL ME 


ww IQ 
BECOME A 
STRONGER 
PERSON? 


THERE'S 


ONE 
CONDITION. 


| HAROLY 


KNOW 
ANY- 
THING 
wal THINK | MAY ea 
BE ABLE TO : 
GET BACK 
TOGETHER 
WITH YOU. 


ALL THIS 
TIME I'VE 
AVOIDED IT 
BECAUSE | 
WANTED TO 
BE NICE. 


BUT IF | 
HEAR 
ABOUT 
HOW YOU 
REALLY 
FEEL 
ABOUT 

NANA-SAN 


.. AND COME 
| TO TERMS 
WITH THAT... 


BUT | 
THINK IT’S 


IF NOT, pnd 


| DON'T TANT. 


THINK IT 
WILL «ABOUT 


YOUR 


| WANT 
YOU TO 
TELL ME... , 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY THAT'S 4 
IMPORTANT... fa 


THEN YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
KEEP RUNNING 
FROM IT? 


AFTERALL, 
YOU'VE 
BEEN 
DOING IT 
FOR THE 
LAST TWO 
YEARS. 


YOu 
ARE. 


IT'S TOO 
LATE FOR 
YOU TO 
FACE IT. 


Lt 


| GUESS 


YOU'LL 
TALK 
ABOUT 


COULDN'T 
FACE IT? 


IF YOU ] 
SUCCEED... 


DION’T YOU 
TELL ME YOU 
DELETED IT?! 


DION’T YOU TELL 
ME YOU DION’T 
HAVE IT, NO 
MATTER HOW 
MANY TIMES 
| ASKED?! 


«TAKAHASHI |S 
SERIOUS, SO 
YOU NEED TO 
BE SERIOUS 
ABOUT IT TOO. 


| WON'T 

INTERFERE 
OR 

ANYTHING. 


F YOU'RE 


JUST 
GOING TO 
YOU PISS 
DON’T AROUND 
DESERVE AGAIN... 


TAKAHASHI. 


YOU DION’T 
TELL HER 
AFTER 


OBVIOUS 
HOW THEY 
FEEL ABOUT 
EACH 
OTHER. 


ACTUALLY, 
I'M INTER- 
ESTED IN 
WHAT HE 
SAYS 
ABOUT IT 
TOO... 


WILL YOU 
BE THERE 
WITH ME 
WHEN YANO 
TALKS 
ABOUT IT? 


TO TELL 
THE TRUTH, \\) 
Im 


WORRIED... 


I’M SUCH 
ANICE 
GUY, HUH. 


val JUST 
DON'T 
KNOW 

WHEN TO 

GIVE UP. 


OUMPED 
u! 


DIDN'T SAY | 
"'DSTART | 

GOING OUT | 

AGAIN WITH 


OKAY, I’LL 
MEET YOU IN 
FRONT OF THE 
STATION AT 


I1ON 
SATURDAY. 


you 
KNEW, 
RIGHT? 


(CANOTHER 
PROBLEM 
FO 


YOU COULD 
AVOID IT, 


.\\THIN rt 
CREATED | | )) re iy / DATING AGAIN 
ze" A! IT. 


so 


| WANT YOU © 

TO TELL‘MEd 

ABOUT ') = 

NANA-SAN. i 
4 A 


ae f | / 


| 


| 


THERE'S 


REALLY... MRMR 


» MUCHTO 
SAY ABOUT 
IT. 


| DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT CON- 
CLUSIONS }\ 
YOU CAN 


| MET HER IN THE 


DRAW... WINTER DURING 
My SECOND 
YEAR OF MIDDLE 
FROM SCHOOL, AND 
SUCH A SHE DIED IN THE 
SHORT SUMMER OF THE 
TIME NEXT YEAR. 
PERIOD. 


| HYPOTHETI- 

CALLY, IF 

IT WERE 
POSSIBLE... 


4 DIFFICULT. 
Wj (| 


+ TO HAVE 
TAKAHASHI AND 
NANA-SAN 
DROWNING 
TOGETHER IN 
THE SEA... 


= 


Hfrry 


WELZ 
: LZ A 


WE COULD 

THEN SEE 

WHO YOU'D 
SAVE 
FIRST. 


buffet- WHY DON'T 
WEEAT  ANY- 
FIRST? WAY 


| | 
COULON’T 
eee \ YOU STILL 
Lee: , HAD THAT 


PAPERON 
HIS 
PHONE? 


WHY DID YOU |: 

OELETE \ 
THE 

PHOTO? 


[© 
cg) 


Q 

f 

o YOU NEED 

il TO BE 

0 FOR SERIOUS, 

3| SOME- ; 
E . 

Q 

9 

0 


SO YOU WENT 
ON A GROUP 
DATE EVEN 
THOUGH YOU 
SAID YOU'D WAIT 


WERE OUT 
LOOKING 
FOR ANEW 
GIRLFRIEND 
TO 
REPLACE 


THAT WAS 
AWFULLY 
FAST! 


Thr 


Hitt THE 
| Met, 


FORGIVE 
HIM. 


IT 
WASN’T 


| SAN, 
BUT... 


WHY NOT BE A 
LITTLE MORE 
HONEST ABOUT 
HOW YOU 
REALLY FEEL? 


te doesw* 
cee Wee 
e's willing, 
to tale 
aloout 


W 


Ba 


WHY DON’T 
YOU TRY 
HANGING OUT 
AND HAVING A 
NORMAL 
DATE FORA 
WHILE? 


wana-san| TO HEAD 
coday-| HOME... 


IM 
GOING 


IT'S YOU, 
TAKAHASHI. 


YOU 
KNOW... 
THE 
PERSON 
WHO'S 
ACTUALLY 
HUNG UP 
ON NANA- 


YOU GUYS 
ARE 
UNBELIEV- 
ABLE... 


DON'T 
BE SO 
UPTIGHT! . 

Z 


WE CAME 
TO CHEER 
YOU UP. 


i rm 


WE'RE YOUR 
GOOD 
FRIENDS!! 


— 


Ay 


WOULDN'T 
OPEN UP TO 


YOU THINK 
WE CAME 
HERE 
TODAY?! 


LOOK SO 
DEPRESSED, 
TAKE-CHAN. 


| 
SHOULDN'T 
GO OUT 
WITH A GIRL 
MNOT 


| INTO, RIGHT? 


AREN'T YOU) 
GOING OUT 


poo" wITHONE? PA 


YOU 
MIGHT AS 
WELL START 
GOING OUT 
WITH A GIRL 


IF | COULD 
DO THAT, | 
WOULDN'T 
BE IN THIS 
SITUATION. 


.l'D FORCE 
HER TO BE 
MINE. 


EVEN AFTER 
EVERYTHING... 


TWO GIRLS 
IN SCHOOL 
THIS YEAR 
TOLD ME 
THEY HAVE 
A CRUSH 
ON ME. 


SO 
WHAT 

DO 

ABOUT YOU 
THAT THINK 


SHE LOOKS 
t 
vrei NORMAL. 
Hasu|, 1S THERE SOME- 
THING AMAZING | know! 
ABOUT HER 
el THAT WE DON'T 
KNOW? 


THIS IS 
FROM 
LAST 
YEAR'S 
>| summer 
ee \ FESTIVAL. 


SHE WAS i ~ 
DESPERATELY | WAS PISSED 


OFF, 50 | 
SEARCHING... WANTED TO 


TORMENT HIM 
SOME... 


IF IT HAD 
BEEN ME, I'D 
NEVER LET 
HER SEARCH 


hg es YOU BOTH 


i; 7 TOOK HIS 


SIDE 
ny ees ANYWAY...! 


YOU MEAN \ ie 
 \.\ | HE'S THE TYPE =< WV 
\ ) \ : \- NCA 

IN ANYTHING q 7 


WITHOUT A 


i] 


HE’S 
NO GOOD 
UNLESS HE'S 
GOT AGIRL- 
FRIEND, RIGHT? 


HE'S THE 
TYPE WHO 
NEEDS 
SOMEONE 
TO PROTECT. 


PEOPLE DO 
THEIR BEST 
WHEN THEY 

HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO PROTECT, 

RIGHT? 


YEAH, 
BUT... 


THAT'S 
WHEN HIS 
MOM GOT 


| DON'T 
KNOW IF 
HE 
REALIZES 
IT... 


SS ..BUT THAT GUY 
NOT = eS BASICALLY 
REMARRIED. \ =| | DOESN'T TRUST 


FIRST TIME 
HIS MOM 
GOT 
MARRIED... 


OH _ 
WELL A\ reg 1D 
|CAME ~~ “JUST... 
iy TO is Sata, 
YANO’S 


\ JUST 
‘FOR 
TODAY. / 


OOH 


ONE THAT A 


We ACY WHAT 


WAS ABAN- CROSS- 
DONED IN eee me KINO OF 
FRONT OF AE 
Sree ' 00G IS wit 
HOUSE } IT? \ oe 
‘ \elteve 
move IT’S : 


wee") HuGe. (| EH?! 


WHAT?! 
= 
hé : 
(SIT REALLY 2 
That 
ee me 
PUPPIES 
GROW, YOU 
KNOW! Pe | 
HE GOT TO 
; ME WITH 
piel Ss THE DOG. 
(IVE BEEN 


NAME? a wectopauign HAD.) ay 


NZ-ACHE 


Faat4ore 


. WHAT'S. 
- THAT. SUP- \ 
UNTIL NOW, POSED TO 

| DION'T SEE YOU MEAN?. | 
AS WANTING TO 
BE THE TYPICAL 
FAMILY-MAN 
KINO.OF GUY. 


YOU MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
END UP 
BEING A 

DOTING 
Zo:\ FATHER... 


MY OREAM |S 
TO HAVE A 
WARM FAMILY 
WITH THREE 
KIDS, ALARGE 
DOG, AND A 
GARDEN WITHA 
BASKETBALL 
HOOP. 


IF IT’S ONLY 
KIDS AT ONE, THE ! | ONLY a 
MOST. KIO WON'T wantTo Kis 
AGIRL HAVE . iS Oe a 
ANYBODY i 
TO PLAY 


| | li 


waitien WAS 
WILL HAVE oo 
| someone To ~{>_BUT-} MEAN |. | IT’SNOT 
PLAY.CATCH Vas “TO.HIM LIKE I’M 
WITH EVEN 1 AGAIN. ES GOING TO 
__ WHEN THE oe MARRY YOU. 


FATHER ISN'T 
Al 


I'VE NEVER 
HAD THE 
EXPERIENCE 

OF DOING 


) 


MIN 


\ ye o Some THING 
\ H 
ee YOU FATHER... 


SEE. 


__TELLING 
ME 
THIS... 


“WHO 
BROKE THE 
RECORD AT Pian 
..WHAT THE ANATIONAL 
FATHER | HAD TOURNAMENT | HAVE OF 
NEVER SEEN WHEN HE MY FATHER 
LOOKED WAS A ARE WHAT 
STUDENT.” MY MOM 
TOLD ME. A 


“HE DIED 
RIGHT 
\ AFTER 
YOU WERE 
-\ BORN.” 


‘HE 


WHEN | WAS 


DIED OF 
Tole IN FOURTH LEUKEMIA.” 
TO KNOW 
GRADE, | 
WHAT HE 
LOOKED ASKED MY 
MOM... 


LIKE. 


rE TT © 
_ SEE, 

_ THERE'S 
YOUR: 
FATHER. 


YOURE 
EXACTLY. 
I LIKE YOUR 
| FATHER, - 
MOTO- 

| HARU. - 


HUMORED, 
_MISCHIE~ 


\' 


WE'RE LIKE 
TWO PEAS 
INAPOD. 


«MORE 
AND 
MORE 
LIKE HIM. 


I'VE BEEN 
TOLD 


OOH... 
| WANT 
TO SEE!! 


COULDN'T 
REALLY 
TELL. 


sieetircd Sg | BROUGHT 
WITH HIS |\\ eke TEMG. 
PHONE 
NUMBER. k 


LLL 


TTT] 


inrisst EHH 
+ 


eelLL 
PROBABLY 
GIVE IN. 


THERE’S NO 

REASON FOR 

ME TO STAY 

ANY LONGER. 
7) 


KISSING 
|S OUT OF 
THE QUES- 


BECAUSE 
| DON’T... 


’'M 
MEAN 
TO 
HIM... 


we LIKE PM 
HIM. | | ACARROT 
_~=—e | sCIN FRONT 

OF HIM... 


Des, 


.FLOW ) } \ 


IN AND Ke 


OUT OF '\~ 


OF 
VARIOUS _\ 
PEOPLE... 


BUT... 


You 
came 
home 
lat the a 
right MOTO: 

time. A 


fa 


\e 
ce 


THE 
FELICITE 
PARMEN- 


THAT 
ONE. 


THE ONE 
THAT HAD ¥ 
THE WHITE /¢ 
FLOWERS 


NEXT TO 
THE CON- 
STANCE 


WH-WHERE 
0O | PUT 
IT?! 


“ NAMES OF ROSES 


SPRING 


IT'LL BE 
YOUDON'T || COVERED 
TALK TO ME IN PINK 


LIKE YOU 
USED TO. 


WERE IN 
ELEMEN- 
TARY 
SCHOOL... 


we 
/ EVERY DAY 
| AFTER YOU 


CAME BACK 
FROM SCHOOL, 


\ Oe TELL 


IT'S MY 
FAULT, 
ISN'T IT? 


i” GOT INTO 


ANOTHER 
FIGHT 
AGAIN. 


"SO I'M GOING 


TO BEA 
SWIMMER 
LIKE MY DAD. 


YOU'RE AN \\= 


ILLEGITI- 


aN, 


AW Wy 


MY FATHER 
ISA 
SWIMMER, 
AND HE 
WON THE 
NATIONALS | 
“IN- HIGH? 
SCHOOL. 


IT WAS YOUR LYy ALWAYS 

BEST TIME - WY ff] STARE IN 
EVER, , ff) THE MIRROR 

\\ BEFORE A 


/ 
COULDN'T 
GET FIRST 


THAT IS 
OuT- 
STANDING 
TOO. 


A \BEFORE. 


I'VE ONLY 


SEENHIM If 


HE LOOKS 
LIKE A 
SKELETON. 
IT GWES 
ME THE 
CREEPS... 


BUT YOU 
MUST 
LOOK AT 
HIM. 


+ YOUR 
FATHER. 


FRIEND'S 
HUSBAND 
HAS 
CANCER. 


HOSPITAL 
FORHALFA 


MICHIKO- 
SAN’S 
SON? 


THERE’S 


«A FATHER, HAVE... 
DON’T YOU 


see MOTOHARU. 


ITSELF. 


ANYONE 
| WANT 
NEAR 
ME WILL 
LEAVE... 


GOES AS. 
WANT IT. 


.» THEN 
THERE MUST 
BE A WAY TO 

REVERSE IT 

BACK. 


«IF GOOD 
LUCK CAN 
TURN TO 
MISFOR- 
TUNE... 


aetO 
CONTINUE 
LAINIE? 


| MUST 
BELIEVE 
THAT... 


i YOU WANT 
TO KNOW A 
GOOD WAY 
TO DIET? 


FOR EVERY 
TWO POUNDS |) | 

YOULOSE, I'LL 
GIVE YOU A if (( 
JN 


PASSIONATE 
ISS... 


=~ 
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_ 


IT'SA 
FREE 
PASS FOR 
TWO, AND 
TODAY'S 
THE LAST 
DAY. 


WHAT 


w 


A 
WASTE! 


<41-aF4 


Pa: 


| DON'T 
BELIEVE 
IT! 


HOW 
MANY 
TIMES 
DO| 
HAVE TO 
SAY THIS 
ISN'T A 
DATE— 


é 


wlT'S 
OVER 
BETWEEN 


THERE'S 


ONLY THREE 


Re Mere 


IF YOU 
DON'T 
REALLY 
TALK 
TODAY... 


’'VE BEEN 
DUPED 
AGAIN... 


LET ME 
SAY THIS 
Now. 


| DON'T 
SEE YOU 
MAKING 
ANY 
EFFORT 
TO TALK 
ABOUT 
IT... 


ea 
\ : 
\ 

é) \ 


tila’ | 


ee 
co 


\) FAMILY: 


PARE: 
LIKES: oe ANA 
KARAOKE. 1 younger YAMAMOTO. 
CHARAC- =| Ols- SISTER. ete 
TERISTIC: ‘| LIKES: : 
SHE LAUGHED sTupiD STUDY- BLOOD 
ALOT. FAVORITE ing. £ TYPE: B. 
SHE LAUGHED COLOR: ‘4 N i 
| AT ANYTHING. PINK. oN > — if 
\ SHE LAUGHED HER - y 
~\ ABOUT THINGS ROOM 2 
\ THAT WEREN'T WAS ALL 


EVEN FUNNY. PINK 


/! SHE WENT 
OUT WITH 
WHO 

“<< KNOWS 
HOW MANY 
Guys. 


| WAS HER 
SEVENTH 
BOYFRIEND 


LIKE HOW -REMEM- 


SHE BER? 
COUGHED 
NOSE?! s 
FROM HER 
NOSE? 


SHE BURST 

s oat./ OUT LAUGHING 
Type" ONCE WHEN 
WE WERE 
EATING : 
NOODLES. / 


STUPID, 
WASN'T 
SHE? 


AND. OF 
COURSE... 


HOLDING 


“| WANT YOU 
TO BE ALIVE 
ANDO HERE 
WITH Me.” 


NANA-SAN 
HAD MADE 
IT THROUGH 
THE 
ACCIDENT... 


IF SHE 
WERE 
ALIVE... 


WOULD YOU 
STILL BE 
GOING OUT 
WITH HER? 


WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE, 
DON’T YOU 


YANO, YOU 
WON'T TRULY 
ANSWER MY 
QUESTIONS, 

WILL YOU? 


| OION’T 
MEAN 
[Teese 


YANO, HAS. AN. 
MPENETRABLE 
WALL INSIDE 

HIM... 


~ wel FEEL 
NANA-SAN’S 
EXISTENCE ~ 
THERE. 


FEELINGS 
ANYMORE. 


| DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
CONFIDENCE 
LEFT... 


THE DAY 


BEFORE 


SHE DIED. 


IT WAS 
JUST AN 
ORDINARY 
FIGHT 
COUPLES 
HAVE. 


WE HAD 
AFIGHT. 


IT WAS 
OVER 
SOME- 
THING 
REALLY 
STUPID 


| WAS WITH MY 
FRIEND MIKI 

AND TWO GUYS 

HIT ONUS, 


IT'S ADAY 
EARLY, 
BUT LET'S 


DID WAS 
JUST EAT 
AND TALK 


I'VE BEEN 
REALLY 
BORED, 

YOU'VE BEEN 


BUSY SINCE 
ee: SUMMER 
PLACE, sj see 
DION’T Iz! | | eal. ARTED, 
MO-CHAN. 


DON’T HOOK UP 


WITH OTHER 
GUYS JUST 
YOUARE SUCH oe 


BITCH! 


SHE | 
ALWAYS 
KEPT 
SMILING NO 
MATTER 
WHAT | SAID 
TO HER. 


| OON'T 
LIKE TO 

REMEMBER 

HER. 


ZN“ 


BUT THAT 
TIME, 
SHE 
REALLY 


THERE ARE 
TOO MANY 
THINGS | 
REGRET. 


AND 
THEN THE 
ACCIDENT. 


/ | START 
ASKING 
MYSELF 
FUTILE 

QUESTIONS. 


WHAT 
QUESTIONS? 


| 
BELIEVE 
WE 5 
MEET...| * 


42 TAKA- fu = 
A HASHI. 
oe YOu 
THE MOST eee 
Spee “{_/ ..BuT BELIEVE |. 
PEOPLE IN SF Noone We dy OMe ARS 
OUR LIFE ONE my more fi? pe 1) ee AF 


AT ATIME. | IMPORTANT 


HAV. THE GIRLS 
ABANDONED | WANT 
“YOU? 


“FUTILE 
QUESTIONS 


SHE 
REALLY 
DID LOVE 
yOu, YANO, 
I’M SURE 
OF IT. 


WATCHING 

“ OVER you 

FROM 
HEAVEN, 
YANO. 


SHE’S 
REGRETTING 
IT TO DEATH 
THAT SHE 
MADE YOU SO 
SAD. 


I'M SURE 
SHE 


HAPPENED. 


SHE 


PROBABLY 


REALLY 
REGRETS 


LEAVING YOU 
HERE, YANO. 


. SHE'S 
PROBABLY... 


IT’S THE 


AND 
THIS 
TIME... 


LETTING 
ME IN. 


1] 


yf 


PLLE-PULL 
HIS 
HEART 
FREE. 


wel WON'T 
MAKE 
THE 
SAME 
MISTAKE. 


SHE NEVER 
ABANDONED 
YOU. 


NANA-SAN 
OION’T 


MEAN TO 
YOU TWO LEAVE 


JUST PASSED YOU. 
EACH OTHER 
WITHOUT 
KNOWING, 
THAT’S ALL. 


TALK TO SHE 
me. SHE JUST —- REALLY 
DIONTHAVE LOVED 
a ‘ian / : THE CHANCE YOU, 
| BET SHE'D . TO TELL YANO... 


iS a 
SAY IT WAS LISTENING s Ou, 


HER MISTAKE. RIGHT 


..NANA-SAN. 


THEN... 


YOU WANT TO 
LOOK FOR 
HAPPINESS 
TOGETHER? 


I'M SO 
SORRY... 


| 
COULON’T 
MAKE YOU 


HE JUST 
TOOK... 


w. THE 


YANO... 


FOCUS 
ON THE 
_ FUTURE. 


UH-HUH. 


6) 


i 


THAT I'VE 
DECIDED 
TO START 
OVER... 


M 
STICKING 
WITH IT. 


\ 


= 


SAG 
SS / 
Bi 


TOES 


> 
“WHAT'S 


WITH THE 
CHANGE 
OF HEART? 


we ry 


yf OKAY. 


4) 


BUT IT’S 
BEEN A 
WHILE 
SINCE 
YANO 
CAME TO 

M 


PLL ASK 
MOM TO 
GET US 

CAKES TO 


ry’ 
HOUSE... 


ssh\y 


NS 
| 


AN 
Me Mw 
HON 


THEN I'LL 
MEET YOU 
== TOMORROW 


AT THE 
USUAL FY 
\ PLACE? 
— A 
Pp 


EVERYDAY — 
LIFE... 


BELIEVE 
IN HIM 
MORE... 


DON’T SIT 
NEXT TO 


YOU'RE 
ACTING 
LIKE A 


CAN'T YOU 
JUST TELL 


YOU MADE 
UP WITH 
YOU TAKAHASHI, 


HAVE 
ADATE RIGHT? 


WITH HER 
TODAY, 
RIGHT? 


"MNOT |~ 
TRYING | 
TO 


SPARE 
YOUR 
FEEL- 
INGS. 


YOU'VE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
LIKE THIS. 
SINCE 
MICOLE 
SCHOOL. 


ME DOWN 
INTO HELL! 


.. YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
BACKED 
DOWN, NOT 
Me! 


THAT'S WHY 

| TIED YOU 

UP WITH A 
\ ROPE... 


«ANDO SET 
A TRAP 
WHEN | 

GOT THE 
CHANCE. 


; YOu 
IWASTHAT — aseete DECLARED 
OESPERATE. Be fl WAR 
AGAINST 
Me... 


YOU TOLD 
ME THAT 
\'D REGRET 
IT... 


HAVE TO 
SPARE THE 
FEELINGS 
OF A GUY 
LIKE 
THAT? 


Y 


THAT'S 


BUT THEN 
YOU DECIDE 
TO GIVE UP 
IN THE 
MIDOLE? 


COULDN'T 
YOU FIGHT 
IT OUT TO 
THE END? 


YOU 
CAME 
— || acone? (L 


"Mm 
CHANGING 


SPARE YOUR 
FEELINGS, 


RIGHT? 


GOOD LUCK 
AT THE 


GOON, 


YOU WERE |, 
MEAN TO 
HIM, YANO. 


oat YOU LOVE 


? 4 : o TAKEUCHI- 


sea 
(ae f) KUN, DON'T 


] : YOU? 


LET'S CHECK 
OUR ANSWERS 
AFTER WE DO 
QUESTIONS 3 
AND 4. 


a. 
EAR 


YANO, 
YOU'RE SO 
DILIGENT 


TODAY. 
HUH? =\ 


USUALLY = ——— 
YOU PLAY —— —— 
AROUND SO === : ——— 
MUCH THAT ———— = 
WE DON'T = = = 
GET ANY E —— a 
WORK = = == = = : 
DONE 


wALITTLE 
NERVOUS. 


After 
all this 
time? 


WHY? 


WW 


ory FS 2 al) J 
\ ee vai . 


7 LET'S 
START THE 
INTRODUC- 


| JUST 
REALIZED 


KUMAZO'S 
P.E. CLASS 
IS ALWAYS 
SO RECK- 
LESS. 


i HEY, ALL 
THE GIRLS 
ARE 


WATCHING 


os 
HE ALWAYS 
GETS SO 
"| FIRED UP WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE 
WATCHING... 
— 


[ 


\ 


tie 
ly 
: \) 


ARE THERE 
ANY MORE 
CHALLENG- 


) 


HA HA HA, 
| GUESS 
SO. 
IT'D SUCK 
IF YOU 
Just  DION'T 
TAKE IT MAKE IT. 
EASY. 


< PROVOK 


| / TAKEUCHI 
15 GOING 
FOR IT! 


spe HEY 


AH, YANO 
AGAIN. 


COME 
YOU'RE 
STILL 
TRYING TO \y 
OUTDO 


EACH 
OTHER? 
IT'S OVER. 


———— 7 


THEY WERE 
BOTH SO r | 
COOL!! | TRYING TO |, 
[ OUTDO 
Me!! 


i] JEALOUS ¥ 


y 
Yi 


YANO 
ISN'T 
GOOD AT, 
DON'T 
YOU 


SS 


SS 


SSS RS 
ea ee d 


SOMETHING 

YOU'RE NOT 

GOOD AT OR 
HATE? 


ITS 
STRANGE 
TO THINK 

OF IT 

NOW... 


Well, 
Actually / BUT HE DID 
SEEM LIKE 
SOMEONE WHO 
COULD DO 
ALMOST 
ANYTHING. 


he is... 


is Yum \ . 
\\ / Hey, I'VE 
NOTHING HUH. BEN 


LIKE THE 
MEANING 
BENTO MY TO SAY 


BENTO 
ALWAYS 
LOOKS SO 


HIS MOM’S } 
COOKING... 


ieig Khe 

owy | BUT THE 

9041 EGGIS |f 

thin] actuaLLy| p 
PRETTY 


TRIES, SO \ 4 
YOU'VE GOT 
TO CUT IT’S VERY 
HER SOME NORMAL 


BELIEVE 
THAT 


a ‘WE MEET 
ILL DO ee THE MOST 
My BEST. | AID. IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE IN 
OUR LIFE ONE 
AT ATIME.” 


AS LONG AS 
YOU DON'T 
GIVE UP... 


wl WON'T 
GIVE UP 
EITHER. 


“JAREN'TP 
YOU fe 


COLO? < 
x I y 


\ ie) 
ry Wi 


WHAT?! 


— YOU 
7 © _| FAILED, OH, IT’S 
DION'T |} a, | AYAKA. 
" yOu? wwAND es 
x YOU'VE zZ 
BEEN + 
& COMING 
STRAIGHT 
U HOME 
FROM 
) ra SCHOOL 
ty) THESE 


DAYS 


CAN'T YOU 
OUTWIT 
THAT 

LITTLE | 
BRAT FORA 
el CHANGE? 


reall, 


mM, 
bn athe»? 


«. WHETHER 


YOu 
CONFESS WHAT DO 
OR NOT... YOU THINK IT 


MEANS... 


DEPENDS 
ON THE 
SITUATION, 


wu THEN I'O 
RATHER 
NOT SAY 

ANYTHING. 


BUT IF 
NOTHING 
WILL 
CHANGE...| 


.. YOU HAVE 
TOBE 
WILLING TO 
__| CRASH AND 
i BURN AFTER 
CONFESSING 
YOUR LOVE. 


FALLING IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOUR 
FRIENO’S 
GIRLFRIEND 
IS WRONG 
ANYWAY. 


ALINGERING 
UNPLEAS-  — 
ANTNESS 
AFTER YOU § 


COM 
{ PLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM , 
MOTO, EVEN? ¢ 


THOUGH iN 
YOU'RE SS 


BOTH 
poe NO SECOND- Ee 
“== {WONDER years.., 


SS YOu 
+ | LOST. 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
GRR\| SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN?! 


| OREVEN 
TIED HIM 
UP WITH 
A ROPE? 


THAT KIO 
SAIO IF : 
YOU'RE NOT 
DESTINED, | 
YOU CAN 
CREATE 
YOUR OWN 
FATE. 


LURED HIS 
RIVAL INTO A 
TRAP, OR 
BROKE HIS 
RIVAL'S ARM |) 
IN A FIGHT... 


+. YOU MAY 
THINK HIS 
METHODS 
ARE A BIT 

QUESTION- 


sul MPARTIAL 


TO BEGIN 
BLE. 
: WITH 
.UNDERHANDED  _, ANYWAY. 

..BUT DON'T OR IT’S NOT 

YOU THINK ABOUT 
HE'S NOBLE TRUSTWORTHY... (SOW? 

ASAMAN? }{ euean 


UNFAIR... 


IF YOU 
CAN'T 
FIGURE IT 
OUT. 


IT MEANS 
YOu 
DON'T 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
DO|T, 
HUH? 


THERE’S 
ONE MOTIVE 
THAT WILL 
JUSTIFY IT. 


FALLING 
IN LOVE 
WITH YOUR 
FRIENO’S 
GIRL- 
FRIEND. 


STOLEN 
LOVE... 


= 


| 


lost at 
rock-papey- si! 
Scissors. | "/MSUR- 
Wz PRISED 
y = YOU'RE 
#8 | ACLASS 
Q? CLA 


WEREN'T 
YOU A CLASS 
REP LAST 


THE OTHERS 
TACTFULLY 
INTO THIS 


y. 


I'M SORRY 
FOR 
ROPING 
YOU INTO 

MY TROU- 
\ BLES. 


(Y_IWAS \ BEEN IN 
THINKING THE SAME 


THE 


RIGHT? 


THE RAIN 
COMES FAIR 
WEATHER” 
LIKE THEY 
SAY. 


BELIEVE 
THAT. 


SO IT'S MY 
TURN TO 
RISE TO THE 
OCCASION!! 
| MADE YANO 
FEEL UNEASY 
ABOUT IT 


THAT'S 
BETTER. 


“Bee 


iy 


a ony | My / ( 


TO SEE 
HER 
SMILING. 


\ hh NO 
iN MATTER 
'/ / WHAT 
| HAP- 
yh : P ENS... z 
WY) {| HERSTO,. 


| WOULD 
BE... 


50 
-HAPPY; 


I ns 


181 


BEAUTIFUL 
WITHOUT 
GLASSES! 


WHAT IS 
THE ONE 


THAT W 
DON'T EVEN 
NOTICE IT. 


GE 
sata "Mm there'll SO GRAD- _. 


wot gourd, be cuter UALLY... 
okay? — 
Ca tl & : 


Come ow, 


is & 


SS. 


W E\WERE MERE OL. 6/END, : Ps 
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Notes \ 
i 


A onorifics 


In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan vs. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 

Takeshi Goda is a character in the Doraemon manga. 

Love & Com is a shojo manga. 

Marumi and Chibimi are plays on Nanami’s name. Maru means “round” 
and chibi means “shorty.” 


Kumazo is probably a nickname. Kuma means “bear.” 


Around volume 5, I stopped trying to synchronize 
the season in the manga to the season when 
the Japanese magazine is published. It became 
a lot easier for me, but it also lost that fresh, 
in-the-moment feeling. So I’ve decided to 
match the seasons again, even though the 
characters in the story will age very quickly... 


Yuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita), won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coff lrinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 


is browsin, 
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